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The United States Telephone Association (USTA) respectfully
submits its reply to comments filed April 14, 1993 in the above-

referenced proceeding.

In its comments, USTA urged the Commission not to interfere
with NECA’s responsibility as tariff filing agent for exchange
carriers and not to remove governance resgsponsibility from the
exchange carriers represented by NECA. USTA also recommended
that the Commission ensure that any new requirements not affect

pool neutrality.

In furtherance of these objectives, USTA and the majority of
commenting parties supported NECA’s decision to include two
outside directors on its Board.®' However, USTA stated that NECA

should be permitted to establish its own eligibility criteria.

'USTA at p. 3, Bell Atlantic at p. 1, ALLTEL at p. 2, NARUC
at p. 4, Southwestern Bell at p. 2, Ameritech at p. 2, NTCA at p.
7, Cathey, Hutton & Associates, Inc. at p. 5, and OPASTCO at p. /:>
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tariff and revenue distribution processes adminigstered by NECA.
No other tariff filing entities, including AT&T and GCI, are
required to provide the Commission with access to their internal
computer databases.’ Many of the companies which would be
affected do not maintain the type of data that AT&T is seeking;
nor do they have the resources necessary to develop such data.
Adoption of this proposal would add administrative burdens on
small telephone companies and on NECA without a sufficient record
to sustain it and would be inconsistent with the Commission’s
efforts to minimize burdensome tariff filing requirements for

small telephone companies.®

As NECA explained, such data is preliminary and/or estimated
and cannot be relied upon to validate tariff submissions.’®
Therefore, on-line access to NECA databases will not assist

either the Commission, AT&T or GCI in reviewing NECA filings.'®

Further, the Commission cannot ensure that the data is
protected from unauthorized access or usage. Therefore, the

proposal poses a serious security risk to exchange carriers.!?

"USTA at p. 4 and VTA member companies at p. 1.
|ALLTEL at p. 6 and VTA member companies at p. 1.
NECA at pp. 25-26. See also, USTA at p. 5.

PYUSTA at p. 5, ALLTEL at p. 6, NTCA at p. 20, and
Southwestern Bell at p. 8.

HYTA member companies at p. 1 and NTCA at p. 20.
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Several commenters also strongly opposed the Commission’s
proposal to retain independent auditors to review non-pooling
exchange carrier cost studies.'® These comments explain that
such a proposal is unnecessary and costly. Tariffs and cost
support documentation are already available for review by the
Commission and by any interested party. Procedures already exist

to challenge tariff filings. The expense and burden of an
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negative incentive to a small carrier considering leaving the

NECA pools. This administrative burden is certainly contrary to
the Commission’s efforts to reduce regulatory burdens on small
telephone companies. As one party observed, independent audits
would be redundant and would not serve the public interest.®?

USTA urges the Commission not to adopt this proposal.

2USTA at pp. 6-7, VTA member companies at pp. 3-4, John
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No commenting party has provided adequate justification for
requiring on-line access to NECA databases or independent audits
of non-pooling exchange carriers. The Commission should not

adopt either proposal.

Respectfully submitted,

UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION
— ;

ByiM W

{

Martin T. McCue
General Counsel

Linda Kent
Associate General Counsel

900 19th Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, D. C. 20006-2105
(202) 835-3100

May 14, 1993
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I, Robyn L.J. Davis, do certify that on May 14, 1993 copies of the foregoing Reply

Comments of the United States Telephone Association were either hand-delivered, or
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William A. Kehoe, II1

Federal Communications Comm.

2000 L Street, NW
Room 257
Washington, DC 20554

Downtown Copy Center
1919 M Street, NW
Room 246

Washington, DC 20554

David Cosson

L. Marie Guillory

Steven E. Watkins

National Telephone Cooperative
Association

2626 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20037

Francine J. Berry

Robert J. McKee

Sandra Williams Smith
295 North Maple Avenue
Room 324451

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

M. Dale Tetterton, Jr.

Buggs Island Telephone Cooperative

P.O. Box 129
Bracey, VA 23919

James R. Newell

Citizens Telephone Cooperative
P.O. Box 137

Floyd, VA 24091

Jerry Harms

New Castle Telephone Company
P.O. Box 428

New Castle, VA 24127

Joanne Bocchis

NECA

100 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

Lisa M. Zaina
OPASTCO

21 Dupont Circle, NW
Suite 700

Washington, DC 20036

Barbara J. Kern

Ameritech Operating Cos.
2000 W. Ameritech Center Dr.
4H88

Hoffman Estes, IL 60196

Carolyn C. Hill

ALLTEL

1710 Rhode Island Avenue, NW
Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20036

Sue Moss

Burke’s Garden Telephone Co.
P.o. Box 428

Burke’s Garden, VA 24608

Elmer E. Halterman

Highland Telephone Cooperative
P.O. Box 340

Monterey, VA 24465

Kelly L. Chapman

New Hope Telephone Company
P.O. Box 66

New Hope, VA 24469

Paul Rodgers

NARUC

1102 ICC Building

12th & Constitution Avenue, NW
P.O. Box 684

Washington, DC 20554

Lawrence P. Keller

Cathey, Hutton & Associates, Inc.
3300 Holcomb Bridge Road

Suite 286

Norcross, GA 30092

James E. Taylor
Richard C. Hartgrove
John Paul Walters, Jr.
Southwestern Bell Telco.
One Beli Center

Room 3520

St. Louis, MO 63101

Bruce Mottern

Amelia Telephone Corporation
P.O. Box 22995

Knoxville, TN 37933

James S. Quarforth

CFW Telephone Company
P.O. Box 1990
Waynesboro, VA

L. Ronald Smith

MG-W Telephone Company
P.O. Box 105
Williamsville, VA 24487

W.R. Fleming
North River Telephone Cooperative
P.O. Box 236

Mt. Crawford, VA 22841



Stanley Cumbee

Pembroke Telephone Cooperative

P.O. Box 549
Pembroke, VA 24136

James W. McConnell

Scott County Telephone Coop.
P.O. Box 487

Gate City, VA 24251

Melphine E. Reynolds
Anchorage Telephone Utility
c/o Paul J. Berman
Covington & Burling

1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

P.O. Box 7566
Washington, DC 20044

Thomas J. Moorman
John Staurulakis, Inc.
6315 Seabrook Road
Seabrook, MD 20706

E.B. Fitzgerald, JR.

Peoples Mutual Telephone Co.

P.O. Box 367
Gretna, VA 24557

Local Manager
Virginia Telephone Co.
P.0. Box 699

Hot Springs, VA 24445

Kathy L. Shobert

General Communications, Inc.

888 16th Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006

J. Allen Layman

Roanoke & Botetourt Telephone Cos.
P.O. Box 174

Daleville, VA 24083

Paul J. Berman

Ellen K. Snyder

Covington & Burling

1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
P.O. Box 7566

Washington, DC 20044

Christopher W, Savage
Bell Atlantic

1710 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006



